
New London Economic Development Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, November 30th, 2021  

 

Members present:  Chairman Dorsey, Bishop, Faucher, Kopitzke, Hass, Thompson (arrived 
5:20pm), Zaug 

Excused:  Lathrop, Wolf 

Others present: Mayor Mark Herter (viz zoom), Tim Roberts, Bob Besaw, City Administrator 
Chad Hoerth, Jeff Handschke, Nick Schaefer 

 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dorsey at 5:15pm.  Kopitzke/Hass approved 
the agenda.   Carried by all.   
 

2. The October 26th, 2021 minutes were reviewed and approved by Zaug/Kopitzke.  Carried by 
all. 
 

3. Bishop introduced Nick Schaefer who has started a new screen-printing business out of his 
home called MacaPort.  Bishop started the conversation by pointing out that many 
businesses including Apple, Google, and Amazon all started out as home-based businesses. 
It is important to understand some of the things that a new business owner like Nick has 
experienced so the city can be good ambassadors and help grow the city.  Schaefer 
provided his story and background in the screen-printing industry and pointed out that he 
never intended on starting a new business.  As a cross country and track coach for the New 
London School District, Schaefer was purchasing shirts in bulk for his teams, but many times 
ended up with costly leftovers.  Schaefer ended up purchasing some basic equipment to 
produce the exact number of shirts he needed for his teams to save money.  Several years 
later the tennis coach asked Schaefer if he would print the shirts for the tennis team.  
Requests from other school groups increased and Schaefer eventually thought there was a 
need in the community for this service and decided to start his own business.  Schaefer 
stated he knew how to produce shirts but had no idea how to start a business.  Schaefer 
approached Associated Bank for a business checking account and Bishop suggested 
contacting the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) in Stevens Point for assistance.  
Schaefer stated that the SBDC was a huge help in giving him all the information to start a 
new company. From that point Schaefer’s business started growing with additional sales to 
local New London organizations.  Schaefer stated that he intends to join the New London 
Chamber of Commerce for additional networking opportunities.  Eventually as things grow, 
Schaefer intends to move into a commercial building in New London.  The committee 
thanked Schaefer for his story and encouraged him to reach out to staff and the chamber 
once he is ready for his next evolution.  
 

4. Hoerth and Kopitzke led a discussion about recent contacts with local business and the 
challenges many compaines are facing with recruiting and retaining employees.  Hoerth 
suggested that the committee keep the issue in their thoughts and think of ways to help 
New London businesses overcome this challenge.  The city will not assist with direct 



recruitment of employees, but rather maybe the city’s role is to continue to market the 
community as a great location to live and work.  Faucher provided insight of a Fox Cities 
Chamber training he attended where he saw a few speakers, one of which has been 
highlighted on a PBS University Place episode.   In both cases the speaker talked about the 
importance of workforce housing, transportation and other employment challenges, but 
more importantly stressed the factor of negative labor force numbers with more people 
retiring than coming into the workforce.  Faucher provided weblinks for the committee to 
view the University Place episodes.   

 

5. Chamber Director’s Business Report: 
a. New Business Update: Seth Isaac owner of Creations SIC Woodworks opened up a 

location at 219 W North Water Street. 
b. The Mirage building at 510 W North Water Street is now for sale. 
c. Kopitzke and Hoerth met with Tyson foods on November 10th, they have about 200 

open positions currently and corporate has required Covid Vaccinations for all 
employees.  

d. The Grand Cinema Theatre has a new manager and is planning on opening soon. 
 

6. City Administrator’s Report: 
a. Hoerth reported that the city did fill the open Video and Marketing producer 

position.  Josh Viste has accepted the role and will begin employment on December 
6th.  
 

7. The committee reviewed speakers and agenda items for future meetings.  
 

8. Public Input: None 
 

9. The next committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 25th, 2022 at 5:15pm. 
 

10. Kopitzke/Hass moved to adjourn at 6:15 pm.  Carried by all. 

 

Chad Hoerth 

City Administrator 


